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Parse instruction

The parse instruction is used to assign data from various sources to one 
or more variables.

See description  on next slide.
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Parse - Operands

PARSE   assigns data from various sources to one or more variables 
according to the rules of parsing.

PARSE ARG   parses the string passed to a program or internal routine 
as input arguments.

PARSE EXTERNAL   If you can, use PARSE PULL instead of PARSE 
EXTERNAL.

Invoke the example from option 6 COMMAND: 
exec ‚mcoe.rexa.rexx(rx20133)' 'Passed argument‚
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Parse - Operands

PARSE NUMERIC   returns the current settings for the NUMERIC 
options DIGITS, FUZZ, and FORM.

PARSE PULL   parses the next string from the external data queue. If 
the external data queue is empty, PARSE PULL reads a line from the 
default input stream - the user’s terminal.

PARSE VALUE   parses the data that is the result of evaluating 
expression.

See ‚MCOE.REXA.REXX(RX20134)‚
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Parse - Operands

PARSE SOURCE   parses data describing the source of the program 
running.

The source string contains the following tokens: 

1. The characters TSO.

2.  The string COMMAND, FUNCTION, or SUBROUTINE.

3. Usually, name of the exec in uppercase.

4. Name of the DD from which the exec was loaded.

5. Name of the data set from which the exec was loaded.

6. Name of the exec as it was called.

And some others. I have never used it. 

PARSE VAR   name parses the value of the variable name.

PARSE VERSION parses information describing the language level and 
the date of the language processor.
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Parse - ARG
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Parse - VAR

Invoke the example from option 6 COMMAND: 

exec ‚mcoe.rexa.rexx(rx20136)' 'This is a test of words‚
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Parse - PULL

You can use similar instruction PULL (instead of PARSE PULL), which 
translates string to uppercase.
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Parse – EXTERNAL

TSO and VM environments ONLY. It is recommended to use PARSE 
PULL instead of PARSE EXTERNAL.
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Parse – VALUE WITH

See ‘MCOE.REXA.REXX(RX20139)’
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Parse - Templates
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Parse - Templates
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Parse - Templates

PARSE VAR name parses the value of the variable name, so for 
example:

PARSE VAR   name   new_name   name 

removes the first word from name, puts it in the variable new_name, and 
assigns the remainder back to name. 

So the output from the example is:

Fred Jones

Mike 
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Parse – Literal Paterns

PARSE VAR names parses the value of the variable names, so for 
example:

PARSE VAR   names   one   “,”   two   “,”   three 

removes the first word from names, puts it in the variable one, and 
assigns the remainder back to names and similarly for the rest of names 
variable. 



17 Copyright ©2006 CA. All rights reserved. All trademarks, trade names, services marks and logos referenced herein belong to their respective companies.

Parse – Using Placeholders
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Parse – Positional Paterns

Digits 10 and 20 indicate a starting column.

See ‘MCOE.REXA.REXX(RX201315)’
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Parse – Relative Positional Paterns

Digits 3 and 2 indicate a starting column.

Digits +2 and +4 indicate relative starting column.
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Parse – Sample Relative Positional Paterns

Write it and test it.
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Parse – Variable Paterns

It was discussed on slides 12 and 13.
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Parse – Variable Paterns Example 

We discussed it before.
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Work Section 3.1

Invoke the program from option 6 COMMAND
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Work Section 3.2

Invoke the program from option 6 COMMAND
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Additional Programs
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