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2) Basic components
clauses, 
statements, 
comments, 
literal strings, 
numbers, 
symbols, 
variables, 
labels 

arithmetic and concatenation operators.

Instructions: Assignment, DROP, UPPER, NUMERIC

Resources: TSO/E REXX Reference
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Clauses
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Clauses example
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Sample Program
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Types of statements
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Comments
• Begin with /* and end with */
• Can contain any sequence of characters on one or more lines.
• REXX program should start with comment line. 
• This first comment should contain string REXX 
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Literal Strings
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Literal Strings
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Literal Strings examples
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Hexadecimal and Binary strings

Hexadecimal string:
• Contain characters 0-9 A-F or a-f
• Delimited by quotes
• Followed by x or X

Binary string:
• Contain characters 0-1
• Delimited by quotes
• Followed by b or B
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Numbers



Copyright ©2006 CA. All rights reserved. All trademarks, trade names, services marks and logos referenced herein belong to their respective companies.

Test Exercise 21
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Symbols
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Simple Variables
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Simple Variables
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Test Exercise 22
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Compound Variables
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Compound Variables

/* REXX **************************************************************/
/* Program     - RX201218                                                                                              */
/**********************************************************************/
INDEX = 2                                 
DAY.1  = "Mon"                             
DAY.2  = "Tue"                             
DAY.3  = "Wed"                             
say  DAY.INDEX 
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Assigning Values to the Stem
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Arithmetic Operators
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Test Exercise 23
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Concatenation Operators
Priority:
Aritmetic operators
Concatenation operators
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Test Exercise 24
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Keyword Instructions
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Keyword Instructions
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Work Section 2.1
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Work Section 2.2
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2) Basic components
clauses, 
statements, 
comments, 
literal strings, 
numbers, 
symbols, 
variables, 
labels 

arithmetic and concatenation operators.

Instructions: Assignment, DROP, UPPER, NUMERIC

Resources: TSO/E REXX Reference

See TSO/E REXX Reference
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Clauses

Just the terminology – clause is created by:

•Null clause

•Label

•Assignment

•Keyword instruction

•Command



4

4 Copyright ©2006 CA. All rights reserved. All trademarks, trade names, services marks and logos referenced herein belong to their respective companies.

Clauses example

We can consider clause as a sentenece. There are four clauses in the 
example.
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Sample Program

What is on the picture? REXX sample program with couple of clauses...
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Types of statements

Clauses can be subdivided into the following types:

Null Clauses   A clause consisting only of blanks or comments or both.

Labels   A clause that consists of a single symbol followed by a colon. 

Assignments   A single clause of the form symbol=expression is an instruction 
known as an assignment. 

Instructions   An instruction consists of one or more clauses describing some 
action to take. Instructions can be: assignments, keyword instructions, or 
commands. 

Keyword Instructions   A keyword instruction is one or more clauses, the 
first of which starts with a keyword that identifies the instruction. 

Commands   A command is a clause consisting of only an expression. The 
expression is evaluated and the result is passed as a command string to some 
external environment.

If REXX does not understand the command, the execution ends with:

COMMAND DAY NOT FOUND                    

     3 *-* day date()  say 'Hello World'

       +++ RC(-3) +++ 
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Comments
• Begin with /* and end with */
• Can contain any sequence of characters on one or more lines.
• REXX program should start with comment line. 
• This first comment should contain string REXX 

If you omit the string REXX in the first line:

COMMAND SAY NOT FOUND OR REXX IDENTIFIER IS MISSING+           
                

SUPPLY '/* REXX */' AS THE FIRST RECORD TO EXECUTE AS A REXX 
EXEC...
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Literal Strings
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Literal Strings
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Literal Strings examples
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Hexadecimal and Binary strings

Hexadecimal string:
• Contain characters 0-9 A-F or a-f
• Delimited by quotes
• Followed by x or X

Binary string:
• Contain characters 0-1
• Delimited by quotes
• Followed by b or B

Hexadecimal and binary strings can be treated as literal strings.



12 Copyright ©2006 CA. All rights reserved. All trademarks, trade names, services marks and logos referenced herein belong to their respective companies.

Numbers



13

13 Copyright ©2006 CA. All rights reserved. All trademarks, trade names, services marks and logos referenced herein belong to their respective companies.

Test Exercise 21

Write and test it.

See ‘MCOE.REXA.REXX(RX201212)’



14 Copyright ©2006 CA. All rights reserved. All trademarks, trade names, services marks and logos referenced herein belong to their respective companies.

This course has been prepared by Milos Forman for MCoE needs only!

Symbols
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Simple Variables
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Simple Variables
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Test Exercise 22

Write and test it.

See ‘MCOE.REXA.REXX(RX201216)’
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Compound Variables
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Compound Variables

/* REXX **************************************************************/
/* Program     - RX201218                                                                                              */
/**********************************************************************/
INDEX = 2                                 
DAY.1  = "Mon"                             
DAY.2  = "Tue"                             
DAY.3  = "Wed"                             
say  DAY.INDEX 

Write and test it.

See ‘MCOE.REXA.REXX(RX201218)’
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Assigning Values to the Stem

Write and test it.

See ‘MCOE.REXA.REXX(RX201219)’
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Arithmetic Operators

The order of evaluation:

1.  Expressions in parenthesis are evaluated first

2.  Prefix operators   –   and   +   if present for numbers in expression

3.  Exponentiation   **

4.  Multiplication and division in this order   *   /   %   //

5.  Addition and subtraction   +   and   -

You can test it using ‘MCOE.REXA.REXX(KALK)’
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Test Exercise 23

**   exponentiation

%   whole number division

//    rest after whole number division

Check it using KALK:   14   20   8,1   4
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Concatenation Operators
Priority:
Aritmetic operators
Concatenation operators

Write it and test it.

Abutted – přiléhající, hraničící.
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Test Exercise 24

See ‘MCOE.REXA.REXX(RX201223)’
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Keyword Instructions

I am not an expert in a theory, let’s skip the slide to practice...
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Keyword Instructions

Keyword instructions are bold.
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Work Section 2.1

What is the result from this?
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Work Section 2.2

What is the format of the result? Notice the format of say instruction.
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